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About MWC

Our Mission
Milwaukee Water Commons is a 
cross-city network that fosters 
connection, collaboration and 
broad community leadership on 
behalf of our waters. 

We promote stewardship of, 
equitable access to and shared 
decision-making for our 
common waters.

Our Vision

Milwaukee is a model 
water city where we all 
have a stake and a say in 
the health of our waters, 
and we all share in their 
care and benefits.



How We Organize

Frameworks

1. Environmental Justice

2. Collective Impact

3. The Commons

Principles

1. Community Engagement

2. Jemez Principles



Water City 3.0

Water City Agenda ςa 10 Year, 
Community Defined Vision of 
Milwaukee as a Model Water City

6 Initiatives
ÅBlue Green Jobs
ÅWater Quality
ÅDrinking Water
ÅArts & Culture
ÅEducation & Recreation
ÅGreen Infrastructure



Water Quality & 
Drinking Water

ÅAdvocating for swimmable, 
fishable, drinkable waters

ÅBranch Out Milwaukee

ÅCream City Classic

ÅDrinking Water 
Åeducation, advocacy, and 

filtration



What We Need: City & State Approach

ÅOne Water
ÅThe way we see the water

ÅDrinking Water
ÅStorm Water
ÅSanitary Sewer

ÅCoordinating efforts & impacts

ÅRural & urban water quality 
issues connect us ςwe ask you 
to speak that way ςconnect us, 
not divide us

ÅClean drinking water is a human 
right
ÅShort-term ςfilters 
ÅLong-term ςlead pipe 

replacement in a generation



What We Need From Our Legislature

ÅMilwaukee needs to know that 
we are a state priority

ÅOur government must be the 
trustee of our shared waters and 
prioritize people + planet

ÅPublic health lens calls for a 
strategic plan, not piecemeal, 
with funding to bring 
infrastructure replacement up to 
scale

ÅSupport for 70,000 drinking 
water filters in the interim



www.milwaukeewatercommons.org

2027 W. Fond Du Lac Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53205 Ö(414)763-6199
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